
 

All UK residents who own a shotgun which is kept in the UK must hold a current UK Shotgun Certificate. This 

must be obtained from your local police station, and can take up to three months to process. 

 

For non-UK residents, Roxtons are able to apply for a UK Visitors Shotgun Permit or Firearms Permit on your 

behalf. The permits issued through Roxtons are valid for 12 months for an unlimited number of visits, however 

once the permit is no longer valid a new application must be made in order to obtain an in-date permit. 

 

Who requires a UK Visitors Shotgun Permit and/or Firearms Permit? 

A permit is required if you are a non-UK resident, do not hold a British passport or if you are of dual-nationality 

and you request to do the following: 

♦ Bring a firearm and / or shotgun into the UK 

♦ Buy or acquire a firearm and / or shotgun in the UK, either to use here or take home 

♦ Use a firearm and / or shotgun that you own in the UK and which is kept by a Registered Firearms 

Dealer 

The permit allows the bearer to possess, use and purchase shotguns and firearms and acquire ammunition 

(subject to conditions). 

 

What does the permit cover? 

The permit will specify the number and description of the shotgun(s) and firearms(s) it covers, including the 

identification numbers and calibre. It will also normally include conditions attached by the Chief Officer of 

Police, to ensure the shotgun(s), firearm(s) and ammunition are safely looked after. The bearer will have to sign 

the permit on receipt of receiving it. 

 

If any shotgun, firearm or ammunition covered by the permit is lost or stolen, it must immediately be reported to 

Roxtons, who applied for the permit as the active bearers sponsor. 

 

When should the permit be carried? 

On the arrival in to the UK, the Customs Officer will request to see the permit, along with any other necessary 

supporting documentation – to be discussed later. It is possible for shotgun(s) and firearm(s) to be seized and 

the bearer prosecuted if any information on the permit is incorrect or relevant paperwork is not carried. The 

bearer should carry the permit at all times whilst shooting. It is also likely that the Customs Officer will request 

to see the permit on departure from the UK. 

 

NB: If any new shotgun(s) and / or firearm(s) is purchased within the UK and it is not listed on the permit the 

bearer carries, the shotgun(s) and / or firearm(s) will be seized and the bearer may be prosecuted. You only 

reserve the right to travel with what is listed exactly on the permit. Roxtons can request an ‘update’ to add new 

guns to the permit. 

Important Information on Permit Applications 
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Supporting Documentation 

It is important that the permit application is backed up by relevant, in-date, supportive documentation - however 

this varies between nationalities. 

♦ For applicants from EU Nationals, the nationals European Firearm’s Pass must accompany the 

application. This is a requirement imposed by the Police Firearms Department, not Roxtons. The most 

important section of this is section 5 – this is where the Firearms Officer will endorse the permit. 

Applicants can either send the original copy of their European Firearm’s Pass, however if scanning a copy 

across is the preferred method, please ensure it is of high quality and every page is included.  All guns that 

are intended to be brought in to the UK must be listed on the European Firearm’s Pass also. 

♦ For applicants from non-European countries or EU countries that do not have a European Firearm’s 

Passes, then the application must be accompanied by a copy of a local gun license or hunting license. 

 

The Application Process 

Roxtons provide this service to both Roxtons and non-Roxtons clients and will apply for the UK Visitors 

Shotgun Permit and / or Firearms Permit; however we request that all applications are made in plenty of time. 

Applicants should allow 8 – 10 weeks for processing as we may be unable to process late applications. 

 

Roxtons have a good working relationship with Thames Valley Police, however if the application is late 

we may be unable to obtain the permit on your behalf. Therefore, it is important to stress that you allow 

plenty of time for your application. The applicant must provide up to date supportive documentation – 

make sure everything is in date, otherwise the permit application will be rejected. 

 

♦ Once the applicant has enquired about obtaining a visitors permit, Roxtons will provide an application 

form, along with a requirements form, so all the information anyone may need when filling in the 

application form is there. Once this form has been completed, it can either be posted or emailed to a 

member of the Roxtons team, who will then process the application and send it on to Thames Valley 

Police who will authorise and print the permit, as well as endorse the relevant supportive documentation. 

♦ When we have received the permit back from Thames Valley Police, Roxtons will send the applicant their 

permit. The UK Visitors permit holder will receive a pack, including our covering letter, the permit, 

endorsed supportive documentation, an invoice and either a receipt of payment or our payment details. 

 

NB: Roxtons will also send the applicant ‘Chapter 19’ of the ‘Security of Firearms and Ammunition’, where 

section 19.50 is highlighted. It is important to read this section as the information is relevant to any person 

travelling with either shotgun(s) and / or firearm(s). 

 

If any information on the permit is incorrect, it is vital that the applicant informs Roxtons as soon as 

possible. This way we have more time to amend the mistake. 
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Costs 

Roxtons organise the required permits in order to minimise inconvenience to our clients and their guests. The 

cost of each permit is £100 (inc. VAT), and this covers the following: 

♦ Police Firearms fees and administration 

♦ Inclusive postage cost 

 

NB: Roxtons reserve the right to return the applicants permit via courier without further correspondence in the 

event of an application being received less than 4 weeks prior to the applicant’s departure, and this will incur 

extra costs. If a permit is obtained within this time scale it is important to note that we will charge £125 (inc. 

VAT) per permit, and any extra charges will be passed on to the client. 

 

Important Notes 

♦ If you are an EU National and have a valid UK Visitors Shotgun Permit and decide to dispose of / sell a 

gun that is listed on the permit then you must let the issuing authority in the UK known of this in writing 

♦ It is important to inform the Airline you are flying with that you intend to travel with guns. Failure to do 

this may result in you being unable to take your guns on the plane 

 

For all enquires or questions, please contact Jess Pullen on + 44 (0) 1488 500894 or alternatively email 

jess.pullen@roxtons.com. 
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