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CRUFTS 2018
NEC, Birmingham
www.crufts.org.uk

WEST OF ENGLAND
GAMEFAIR
Bath & West Showground,
Shepton Mallet, Somerset
www.westof
englandgamefair.co.uk

THELONDON WING
SHOOTING FAIR
The London Business
Design Centre,
Islington, London
www.thelondon
wingshootingfair.co.uk

THE2018
DEERSTALKING FAIR
Border Union
Showground, Kelso,
Scottish Borders
deerstalkfair@gmail.com

BASC NORTHAND
NEYOUTH DINNER
AND AUCTION
Gosforth Park Marriott
Hotel, Newcastle
Tel 01912727494

GAVIN GARDINER
AUCTION OF FINE
MODERN & VINTAGE
SPORTING GUNS
Sotheby’s London
Tel 01798875300
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The Country Food
Trust’s Tim Woodward
thanked shooters for
their support

ame meat sent
to those in need

Supported by game shooters, a food charity has produced more
than 101,000 meals for those who might otherwise go hungry

Thousands of people struggling
withfood poverty have had ahot
meal of pheasant or partridge to
eatoverthe pasttwoyearsthanks
tothecharitable work ofthe
CountryFood Trust.
Theinitiative,
setupbyitschief
executive Tim
Woodwardin2016
(News,1June 2016),
producedmorethan
20,000 ready-to-eat
gamemealsinitsfirst
yearandsetitselfthe
goal0f100,000 meals
by theend of 2017.
The charity announced
lastmonth thatithad beaten
itsowntarget, withthe current
number standing at 101,876
meals produced. They have been
distributed acrossthe country
through FareShare, the UK's
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largest charity fighting hunger
andwaste, along with the help of
several other charities, including
the Salvation Army, Winter
Comfort forthe Homelessand
Veterans Aid, which
willhelptofeedthose
inneedofameal.
Thetwodishes
being produced by
the Country Food
Trustareapheasant
casseroleand
amildpartridge
curry,whichare
manufacturedin
aretortable pouch
sothatthey canbestoredforupto

ayear without needingtobe chilled.

They are made fromrecipes
developed by the charity’s chef
TimMaddames, a Shooting Times
contributorandauthor of the
River Cottage Game Handbook.

MrWoodward expressed
histhankstoallthose who had
supportedtheinitiative and said
he would now belooking at where
totakethe charity next: “Weare
delighted that we've managedto
produce so many mealsthisyear,
andare now pausing productionto
ensurethatwe candistribute the
foodtowhereitismost needed.

“Icannotthank our supporters
enough—withoutthem, we
would not have the steady stream
of game comingintobeableto
produce the meals. We've also had
incredible supportfromthe game
shootingcommunity atlarge, as
wellasahost of famous chefswho
recognise theimportance of what
wearedoing.”

> For more information
aboutthe charity, visitwww.
thecountryfoodtrust.org.
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Scottish keepers seek end
to “media trial” over eagle

The Scottish Gamekeepers
Association (SGA) has
calledforanendtothe “trial
by media” following the
disappearanceofagolden
eaglenear Edinburgh.
Lastmonth, BBC
Springwatchpresenter
Chris Packham claimed that
ayoung satellite-tagged
eaglehadgonemissingin
the PentlandHillsinanarea
hesaidwas “nearadriven

Agoldeneagle
went missing
near Edinburgh
in January

grousemoor”. MrPackham
saidthetagstopped

transmitting for several days

beforeasignalwas picked
upagain15milesoffshorein

the North Sea. Heimplied the
eaglehadbeenillegally killed.

Respondingtothese
claims, the SGA highlighted
thattheareainquestionis

used principally for partridge

shooting. Italsoraised
concernsathow “serious

allegations”hadbeen
made onthe back of “media
speculation,implication
andsuggestion”.

An SGA spokesman said:
“Trialby mediahasalready
takenplace. Noweveryone
whohasbeendrawnintothis
needsthetruthastowhat
happenedtothiseagle.

“Itisnotenough for
peopletobeimpliedas
being criminals and thosein
possession of the satellite tag
evidence towalk away after
presenting their judgement
tothemedia, thensaynoone
will probably ever know what
hashappened.

“Ifthetagsareasreliable
aseveryonehasbeentold,
thenthetag datawill surely
provide conclusive evidence.
Many questionsneedtobe
answered, including why it
couldnotbelocatedinthe
seaifitcontinuedtotransmit
dataforseveraldays.”

Concerns for Itchen riverlife

Fearshave beenraised that
fishand other wildlife on
theriverltchenarebeing
exposed tolethal chemicals.
The charity Salmon
& Trout Conservation
(S&TC)claims that Alresford
Salads, which processes
and packages watercress
andother salads for sale, is
allowing harmful chemicals
toenterthe waterway,
thoughits parent company,
Bakkavor, disputes this.
The company recently
appliedtothe Environment

harmful chemicalsto =~
_enterthewaterway

Agency (EA)forachangeto
its environmental permit,
thoughthe detailsare
currently unavailable. S&TC
said: “Inthe past, ithas used
chlorinetowashsalads, and
stilluses chlorine-based
chemicalstocleandownthe
processing plantattheend
oftheday's production.”
Apetition, whichhas
gainedmorethan7,000
signatures, hasalsobeen
launchedtostopthe
permitrenewal. However,
aspokesman for Bakkavor

assured Shooting Times
thattheplant puts
“absolutely nochlorineinthe
water” andthatit “completely
disputes” the claims.

The company
added: “Bakkavor
takesitsenvironmental
responsibilities extremely
seriously and we are proud
of ourrecord of ensuring
the highest levels of
environmental safety
acrossour business.

“The petitionstartedin
relationto our permit renewal
applicationtothe EAcontains
misleadinginaccuracies.

“Our Alresford Salads
siteis committed to washing
allleaf productsinnon-
chlorinated water and any
water discharged fromthe
siteisfilteredandtreatedto
ensureitmeetstheexacting
standardsoftheEA.”
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Demand for UK
salmon abroad

Overseassales of UK salmonrose by

23 percentlastyear, accordingto Defra,
whichclaimedthisasapositive sign for
post-EUtrade.

Environment secretary Michael
Gove said: “Farmers, fishermenandour
food producersareall helping todeliver
aBrexitbonus —with more exports of
Britishfoodanddrink thanever.

“Contrary tothe constant negativity
of thedoom-mongers, the British
economyisgoing fromstrengthto
strength, showingthata ‘green Brexit’
candeliver forthe whole country.”

Otherbigsuccessstoriesweresales
of milkand cream, whichincreased by
61percent,andpork by 14 per cent.

Overseas salmon sales arerising rapidly

Wildlife sets back
Balmoral upgrades

Attemptstomake the Queen's Balmoral
estatemore “green” have hitasnag
because of concerns forlocal wildlife.

Theestatewantstocreateanew
hydroelectric turbinetogenerate power
fromtheriver Muickandinstalla 30ft
salmonladder, enabling the fish to swim
upstream. However, according tothe
Telegraph, objectors have claimed that
the noise would be disruptive tolocal
animals suchasbadgers, ottersand
redsquirrels.

Theestate hasreportedly offered
torestrictworkers' hours to minimise
disruption, butfurtherinvestigations
areduetobecarriedout.
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